WESTERN MONOGAMY AND EASTERN POLYGAMY            III

while insisting on far more stringent conditions for lawful marriage
than those that had prevailed in the Middle Ages, imposed at last
heavy ecclesiastical penalties on concubinage and appealed to the
secular arm for help against contumacious offenders.**

As regards the extent of multiple sex relations, Walter M. Galli-
chan says: "A. E. Crawley, in his article on 'Chastity' in The Ency-
clopedia of Religion and Ethics, says very truly that 'at least 50 per
cent of the sexual intercourse that occurs in Western nations is
outside the bonds of wedlock'" (Gallichan, Women under Poly-
gamy^ p. 328). "It is equally true that in no part of the world is
polygyny so prevalent as in Christendom" (ibid., p. 339). "In
France, even to-day, the mistress is in many instances part of the
accepted social system/' says Mr. Calverton (Schmalhausen and
Calverton, Women s Coming ofAge, p. 487).

The modern tendency is thus pictured by Mr. Calverton: "But
will not women with their new freedom force men to become
monogamous instead of their becoming polygamous as men? This
has been the hope of many reformers. Yet, upon close analysis, there
are few realists who will grant that there is much reason to believe
that man will ever become genuinely monogamous in sexual habit.
He may observe the outward forms of monogamy, but he will not
be limited by them. And there is little reason to believe that woman,
once she is entirely free of man's dominance, will practice mono-
gamy with any more fidelity. She, too, may accept its forms, it is
true, but she, too, will violate them in action" (ibid., p. 486).

It seems, then, that in the matter of sex relations, the difference is
not between East and West, but between past and present and
between law and practice. Polygamy was never anywhere the norm;
it was the exception. In ancient times it was recognized in law both
in the East and in the West in special cases. Later it was declared
illegal at different times in different countries, Japan and Turkey
being the latest. In actual practice, polygyny prevailed and may
hereafter be paralleled by polyandry both in the West and in the
East.